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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Indiana Superintendants and Principals             
 
FROM: Kent Hatcher, Director, School and Community Nutrition 
 
DATE: November 12, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) Team Nutrition Mini-grant Opportunity 
 
IDOE is excited to announce that Indiana received a 2010 USDA Team Nutrition Training Grant to 
assist schools with taking the HealthierUS School Challenge (HUSSC). Twenty mini-grants of $4,100 
each will be awarded along with training and application assistance. Details concerning the 
HealthierUS School Challenge are available at www.fns.usda.gov/tn/healthierus/index.html.  
 

Project Eligibility Requirements 
• Elementary, middle and high schools are eligible to apply. 
• Schools must already participate in the National School Lunch Program. 
• A school must sign up or already be a Team Nutrition School prior to implementing the mini-

grant.  (To learn more, or sign up, visit http://teamnutrition.usda.gov. It’s FREE and EASY!) 
• If applicable, all corrective actions from your most recent School Meals Initiative (SMI) must 

be completed. 
 

Key Benefits to Selected Schools 

• Mini-grants of $4,100 will be awarded, on a competitive basis.  

• Materials, resources, and technical assistance will be provided throughout the school year in 
addition to the training offered in early 2011.  Travel to the training (mileage/parking) and 
substitute teacher/staff pay for the training may be reimbursed with mini-grant funds. 

• Mini-grant activities not only support the local wellness policy efforts of your school district, 
but also support your school’s academic plan. Research indicates a positive relationship 
between student achievement and nutrition and physical activity.  

• After achieving the HUSSC, schools will receive a recognition plaque, monetary award ($2000 
for Gold Award of Distinction, $1500 for Gold, $1000 for Silver, $500 for Bronze) and an 
award banner from USDA to display in your school.   

• A ‘Best Practices’ publication will be created with input from school staff and will showcase 
the work of each school and promote available resources. 

 

How to Apply 
Schools interested in applying to receive one of the Indiana Department of Education’s HealthierUS 
School Challenge mini-grants must complete the application by Tuesday, November 30, 2010. For 
more information visit: http://www.doe.in.gov/food/training/. Contact nutrition-support@doe.in.gov if 
you have questions about the application.. 


